Althea E. Luehrsen

Althea became the 4th Executive Director of Leadership Buffalo on January 2, 2012.   Prior to her appointment to Leadership Buffalo, she was at the University at Buffalo since 2001 and held positions as the Executive Director of UB’s Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership and Assistant Vice President for Corporate and Foundation Relations.   
Ms. Luehrsen holds an extensive background in business and leadership that include management positions within the University at Buffalo, Abbott Laboratories, and Marriott Corporation.  In addition to spending the last several years in higher education, her expertise encompasses sales, marketing, strategic planning and entrepreneurship with the latter being gained through directing the center and as the owner of several Western New York businesses.  
In addition to her work at the University, Ms. Luehrsen is the President/Owner of Strategic Solutions Group specializing in strategic plan facilitation and small business consulting.   Past clients include the UB Alumni Association, National Federation for Just Communities (NFJC), Amherst Senior citizens Foundation, The Buffalo Zoological Society, Allpro Parking, LLC and the Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership.
Althea is a graduate of the SUNY Empire (Empire State College) where she received both her BA and MA.     Her published work, entitled “A HISTORICAL VIEW OF THE DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH OF WOMEN-OWNED BUSINESSES IN THE UNITED STATES AND THE MOTIVATION BEHIND THE GROWTH” can be accessed on-line.
Althea currently holds several board and committee positions including Vice President of the WNY Affiliate Susan G. Komen Foundation; Erie Community College Foundation Board and Empire State College Alumni Board Member.    She is a member and past president of the Buffalo Niagara Sales and Marketing Executives, AFP (Association of Fund Raising Professionals) and the UB Center for the Arts Advisory Council.   She serves as a mentor for UB’s Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership and as a Leadership Buffalo graduate (class of 2010), serves as the class chair.   Ms. Luehrsen has participated as a State and National Judge for DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) for the past 7 years.  
Ms. Luehrsen is the recipient of number awards throughout her career, but most recently, she was honored by her high school alma mater in 2010 (Sweet Home Central) with the first Wall of Fame Distinguished Alumni Award; she was honored in 2009 as a Distinguished Alumni by Erie Community College; was a 2006, 2007 and 2011 nominee for the Athena Awards and a 2006 Recipient of the Women Who Mean Business Awards in Western New York.  
