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Joseph J. Abdallah named Executive Director of Leadership Buffalo

Leadership Buffalo is pleased to announce that Joseph J. Abdallah has been named   executive director, effective October 1. 

Mr. Abdallah previously served as chief development officer of The Greater Niagara Frontier Council of the Boy Scouts of America, deputy commissioner of Erie County Department of Probation and Youth Services, and executive director of Erie County Youth Bureau and Youth Services Board.

"Joseph has the qualifications and vision to take our organization to even greater heights,” said Gretchen Fierle, chair of the board of directors for Leadership Buffalo.  “He will bring critical expertise and a passion to our mission.”


Mr. Abdallah will take the reins from outgoing executive director Mary Jo Hunt who served the organization for the past four years.  “Mary Jo did an outstanding job in leading our organization that is comprised of over 1000 graduates and community leaders,” said Fierle.  “We are in a great position to take Leadership Buffalo to its next level of importance and relevancy in our community and we’re excited that Joseph will lead this effort.”

Mr. Abdallah, a graduate of the 2002 Leadership Buffalo Class Experience, has been active in the Western New York community through serving on various boards and organizations including most recently the Independent Health Foundation, University at Buffalo Alumni Association, the United Way Campaign Committee, as well as the Buffalo and Erie County Youth Development Partnership, where he was a founding committee member and former chairman.   He currently serves as the vice-president of the Muslim Public Affairs Council, president of the Arab-American Federation and as a director for CEPA Gallery and People Inc.   



Mr. Abdallah received the 2008 Leadership Buffalo Values Diversity Award and is the recipient of a number of additional awards  including "Person of the Year" by both the Boys and Girls Club of Erie County and the Arab-American Federation, and "40 under 40" by Business First.


   Mr. Abdallah received his BA and Executive MBA from the State University of New York at Buffalo.  He is a resident of East Amherst, NY, where he resides with his wife, Ismahan and their 6 children.
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